			Michael the Archangel in God’s Word
The angel Michael is spoken of in four chapters of the inspired Scriptures: two in the Old Testament (both in Daniel) and two in the New Testament (the last two books of the Bible). Let us consider these passages in their canonical order.
Here are both verses in Daniel 10 that refer to this holy angel by name: “But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia” (13); “But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince” (21). Clearly, Michael is very powerful fighter who battles against demonic powers and for God’s people as “one of the chief princes” and “Michael your prince.”
Daniel 12:1 declares, “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” This presents Michael as a mighty defender of God’s church, especially during terrible persecution in the days of Antichrist (11:21-45), and before the resurrection of the just and the unjust to everlasting life and shame, respectively (12:2-3).
Jude 9, which identifies Michael’s rank, is the verse we will discuss in the next few issues of the News: “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”
Our final text on Michael is Revelation 12:7, which we shall quote along with the verse that follows it: “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.” This deals with the expulsion of Satan and his demons on the ascension of Christ and His sitting down at God’s right hand (5).
We can arrange these four passages on Michael the archangel chronologically. First comes Jude 9 on the body of Moses, which the Lord buried before Israel’s entry into the promised land (Deut. 34). Daniel 10 speaks of events about a millennium later involving the Medo-Persian Empire. The third passage, Revelation 12, refers to the enthronement of the risen Christ in heaven, which occurred some 2,000 years ago. Finally, Daniel 12 is a prediction of events that are yet future to us: the “great tribulation” (Matt. 24:21), the general resurrection and the eternal state.
All this helps us to understand the Hebrew name “Michael,” which means, “Who is like God?” Michael is an extremely powerful and just angelic warrior who fights for the church and against satanic forces. For all that, however, he is still only a creature and even his name points us to his Master, the incomparably great sovereign Lord, for who is like God? This is one factor among several in our identification of Michael not as Christ but as an “archangel” (Jude 9), a very high ranking angel. Rev. Stewart









