A RESPONSE TO THE POSTMILLENNIAL INTERPRETATION of I CORINTHIANS 15:24-28
#####
Dear Prof. Engelsma,
I Corinthians 15:24-28 says that oneday “all” Christ’s enemies on the earth shall be subject to and come under the feet of (the now reigning) King Jesus: “… all rule and all authority and power … all things … under His feet”. Taking into consideration the texts you have shown to say the opposite of the Postmillennialist theory (eg., Matthew 24, II Thessalonians 2, et al), what exactly does this “universal subjection of all things under the feet of Christ” mean, if not, as the postmillennialist claims, that oneday all men and all society and culture shall be in willful submission to the gospel, and be converted to Him?
#######
Dear David,
This is my response to your question concerning the postmillennial interpretation of I Corinthians 15:24-28. This postmillennial explanation is that the passage teaches Christ’s putting down all opposition to God, perfectly, in time and history, that is, prior to and apart from His coming.
​This explanation of the passage is in obvious contradiction of Jesus’ own prophecy of the last days in Matthew 24. There, His glorious appearance on the clouds is to be expected when the church is being persecuted in the great tribulation and when the church is threatened by false prophets.
​With regard to the Corinthians passage, the subject is the “end,” which is the moment of Christ’s “coming” (v. 23). At this “end,” and not before, He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, which He has been ruling spiritually on God’s behalf throughout history. Then He shall have put down all rule perfectly. At the “end,” at His “coming” (v. 23). 
​He has been reigning since His ascension. The climax of this rule will be that He puts all enemies under His feet, including death, at His coming (vv. 25, 26). Not even the boldest postmillennialist will dare to maintain that death will have been destroyed in the (imaginary) postmillennial kingdom, prior to the “coming” of Christ.
​There is progression in the rule of the ascended Christ over all, particularly over His enemies. He reigns already now (v. 25). Even the kingdom of the devil is subject to the will of Christ. But there is development of Christ’s sovereign rule. This was the message that the Corinthians and we must know. It does not yet appear that Christ governs all, especially His foes and ours, including death. Specifically, it does not appear that Christ has the victory over death. We, the members of His body, yet die. We must know that there is progression in our victory in Christ over the enemy of death. The full victory is yet future—in Christ’s raising our body. He already has the victory in His own resurrection as Head of the body, but the full and final realization of His and our victory over death awaits the “end.” The genuine hope of the saints, consisting of the resurrection of the body at Christ’s coming, is the message of I Corinthians 15, as the Christian church has always recognized.
​In his commentary on the passage, Calvin rightly explains the thought of the passage when he writes, “that God alone may shine forth, while it has begun to be fulfilled under the reign of Christ, will, nevertheless, not be fully accomplished until the last day.”
​All things will be subdued unto Christ at the “end.” 
​An error of postmillennialism is that it teaches a culmination of the full, glorious victory of Christ in history and in the world prior to the “end.” Thus, it looks for a miserable failure of Christ in His supposedly climactic reign in that the last enemy, death, is still in power. 
​
Some fulfillment of the reign of Christ: the “last enemy” yet has the last, triumphant word for the entire millennium! The citizens of the kingdom die!
​
We amillennialists expect a much more triumphant Lord and a much more gloriously perfected kingdom. It will be a kingdom of the resurrection of the dead and a life in which the last enemy will have been destroyed (v. 26). 
​
The sound interpretation of I Corinthians 15:24-28 recognizes that the subject of the passage is the “end” at Christ’s bodily “coming” and the perfection of the reign of Christ at this end, which very much includes the destruction of death.
​
“Come, Lord Jesus!”
​Not: “come, some millennium,” in which death still holds sway and, I may add, from which long period of somewhat glorious time many saints who have died will be excluded, rotting still in their graves.
​Evidently, I, being an old man, whose earthly end is nigh, cannot share in the postmillennial hope. The “glorious” hope of postmillennialism leaves me out, in the cold, cold ground. 
​This “gospel” of postmillennialism causes me either to be bitter or to be despondent In His realization of His grand fulfillment of His kingdom, Christ excludes me.
​
From what the postmillennialists advertise as a glorious hope of the church, if not *the* hope of the church, I am left out. All my labor in the Lord is in vain (v. 58).
​​​Cordially in Christ,
​​​​Prof. David J. Engelsma
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